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PROSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [2.58 pm]:  I am coming towards the end of my speech on the Prostitution 
Amendment Bill 2007.  I know that members are very disappointed about that, particularly the Premier.  The 
Premier displayed arrogant hysteria earlier today and feigned shock and distress over the comments I made in 
this house.  I have no shame in asking all members whether they would like their daughters to go into the 
prostitution trade.  I think their answer would be no.  If I were asked that question, I would not be offended.  I 
would answer no.  The last thing I want is for any of my daughters to become involved in that dirty and sleazy 
trade.  If members opposite had any guts, they would stand up and say exactly the same thing.  The government 
is legalising brothels and, in doing so, brothels will become small businesses.  Think about that, my friends.  
Newer members of Parliament must delve into their conscience and consider what their constituents think about 
this issue.  Labor members cannot vote against this bill.  That is not allowed under Labor Party rules.  I urge 
them to abstain from voting to show that they are not supportive of this type of legislation.   

Yesterday and earlier today I referred to the way in which this government is handing over responsibility for this 
area to local authorities.  For many years, the primary function of local authorities has been rates, rubbish and 
roads.  They also look after recreational parks.  That is the reason that we pay rates.  However, the government is 
giving local authorities complete authority to decide whether planning permission should be given for brothels in 
our suburbs.  As I mentioned yesterday, the City of Wanneroo has already considered an application for an 
“entertainment club”.  Everybody knows what it is, because a very famous sex industry figure was present with 
her two bodyguards and a top lawyer when the matter was considered by the council.  The member for Kingsley 
knows all about this, because she was a member of the council that approved it.  She voted to approve it.  The 
council was taking steps to approve these sorts of establishments even though brothels were still illegal.   

Mrs J. Hughes interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It was Wangara.  The member for Kingsley was on the council and she voted for it.  I 
wonder whether her friend Brian phoned her and said that he wanted to get this one through.  I cannot understand 
any woman voting to support brothels and legalised prostitution in those brothels.  That is what the member is 
talking about. 

Mrs J. Hughes:  The member for Hillarys never ceases to amaze me with his lack of facts. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I have plenty of facts. 

Mrs J. Hughes:  Nice, twisted facts. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I know what was said.  When the member for Kingsley was a City of Wanneroo 
councillor, she voted to approve a development in Wangara -  

Mrs J. Hughes:  Of an adult club in an industrial area. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  An adult club!  Did the member know what it was about? 

Mrs J. Hughes:  If you go back and have a look, you will see that the administration also approved it. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Did the member know what it was going to be used for? 

Mrs J. Hughes:  As an adult club.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  What do people do there? 

Mrs J. Hughes:  I have never been there, member.  I wouldn’t know. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  What does the member think people do there?  I said it yesterday and I will say it again 
today: apparently, the proponent of this development said in front of two witnesses, “Well, if they don’t pass 
this, I’ll be naming those people on this council who have used my other establishments.”  I suggest that the 
member for Kingsley might be aware of that.  Obviously, the member for Kingsley does not have any regard for 
the sanctity of women or for the serious sexual assaults perpetrated against women, which will be legalised in 
brothels in Western Australia.  She sits there and condones it.  She supports this legislation.  The voters in 
Kingsley will make their judgement, my friend.  They will be told the truth and they will be told exactly where 
she stands on this legislation. 

I have only three minutes left and I would love an extension of time because I have so much to say.  I have reams 
of paper, but I must say everything else I want to say in three minutes.  I wonder what Kevin Rudd thinks about 
this government legalising brothels and the associated sexual activities in Western Australia.  I will write to 
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Kevin Rudd.  I know he is very partial to lap dancing and perhaps pole dancing in sleazy clubs in America, but I 
wonder what his views are of the situation in Western Australia.  I wonder whether he supports -  

Ms S.E. Walker:  He blacks out when he goes into them. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  He may have had a drink or two, but at the end of the day, he obviously quite likes going 
into those sorts of sleazy clubs.  I want to know whether Kevin Rudd supports the Western Australian Labor 
government’s proposal to legalise brothels and everyone associated with brothels and the paid exploitation of 
women.  I will be writing to Kevin Rudd to ask him.  I wonder what sort of answer I will get.  Is he in the 
Attorney General’s faction? 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  Most probably, because mine is a very broad church. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The Attorney General controls not only Western Australia, but also some of the eastern 
states as well, I think. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  Are you going to shut down the brothels that currently exist? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I would, yes. 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  Is that your party position? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The Attorney General asked me whether I would shut down brothels. 
Mr J.A. McGinty:  But would you direct the police to do that? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  We are looking at other alternatives.  Does the Attorney General believe the police should 
carry out their duties under legislation? 
Mr J.A. McGinty:  Of course. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Does he think they should shut down the brothels that are illegal at the moment?  What 
does the Attorney General think? 
Mr J.A. McGinty:  For decades we have had the containment policy and this is our response to that problem. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, that is not the answer.  The containment policy does not exist.  Illegal activities are 
going on at the moment and the Attorney General is prepared to condone those illegal activities by not ensuring 
that the police carry out their duties.  I implore members to vote against this dirty, sleazy legislation that will 
have an effect on not only them, their families, their children and their children’s children, but also all the 
residents in their electorates.  Members should think about those people before themselves.  That is why they are 
in this place.  They are in this place to represent those people. 

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House). 
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